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1. Parish Plan Summary

The Parish Plan has been written by a Committee representing village 
organisations, residents and parish councillors. It is based on a village survey and 
an MK Housing Needs Survey both of which had excellent response rates. The 
Plan has been adopted by Castlethorpe Parish Council and lodged with Milton 
Keynes Council. 

Castlethorpe has existed for about a thousand years and has gradually changed 
from an agricultural community, to a railway village and, most recently, to a rural 
parish within the unitary authority of Milton Keynes.

Village Strategy: In the medium and long term, Castlethorpe should continue to 
be as it is now; an independent village with its own facilities and amenities and 
with a rural character quite distinct from the urban parishes of Milton Keynes. 
Any growth will be aimed at sustaining the existing facilities rather than 
becoming a larger village or attracting additional facilities.

It is important that the village retains its school, church and shop and that the 
pub is refurbished and re-opened. The village amenities, the village hall and 
sports ground, are well supported by the village with active organisations and a
strong community spirit.

Planning and Development: Residential development should be aimed at new 
residents who will sustain the village especially the school. The strong preference 
is for development to be within the village envelope. A Housing Survey showed a 
need for 8-13 homes immediately and a further 6 homes of similar mix would be 
required over the next 5 years.

There is support for light industry based a good distance outside the village 
envelope as are the two existing sites at Lincoln Lodge and Lodge Farm Business 
Centre. 

The initiatives which should be pursued, not in order of priority, are;

� The refurbishment of the Village Hall and a gate at the side

� Further facilities and repairs at the Sports Ground including heating in the 
sports pavilion and grass cutting equipment

� The refurbishment of the play areas and a new play area at the Sports 
Ground

� Transport and some basic funding for the Youth Club

� Re-opening the pub

� The rebuilding of the dry-stone wall around the Church and other Church 
projects

� Further cricket facilities (sight screen, score board, practice strip)

� Improvements to the tennis and other all weather facilities at the Sports 
Ground
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� Repairs in Castle Field

� The repair of footpath stiles possibly incorporating gates for large dogs

� Cutting back the cycle track, relocating into Fox Covert and investigating new 
cycle track to Hanslope

� Covered area to the rear of the shop for building and garden materials. Post 
box at Post Office.

� Acquisition of further allotments on the south side of the railway

� Continuing diversification of the working farms

� Upgraded broadband service especially at the Business Centre

� Access to out-of-hours care at Milton Keynes hospital rather than Daventry
and bus stop at Hanslope surgery.

� Better public transport to CMK, the hospital and Stony Stratford

� Traffic measures to restrict speeding and vehicles, especially lorries, using 
Castlethorpe as a through route.

� Road widening and a protected refuge at the A508 junction

� A parking scheme in Station Road

� A pedestrian crossing to the Village Hall, Castle Field and sports ground

� Various improvements to signage (including new ones to Sports Ground and 
Business Centre)

� Better service from MKC on maintenance of the village including grass 
cutting, weed control, maintenance of pavements and replacing faded street 
signs

� A Castlethorpe Village Website

� Changing modern streetlights to a Victorian style where appropriate

� Burying electrical and phone cables and removing telegraph poles

� Parish Council to consider becoming a Quality Council

It is recognised that the financial means of the Parish Council are extremely 
limited and these initiatives represent a ‘wish list’ that will take several years to 
achieve. However, there are a number of grant giving organisations and
applications will be made so that these initiatives can be pursued and 
Castlethorpe can continue to be a rural and independent community for the 
foreseeable future – if not the next thousand years!
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2. Welcome to Castlethorpe

Castlethorpe is a village with a population of around 1000 near Milton Keynes, 
about 3 miles north of Stony Stratford and 7 miles north of Milton Keynes City 
Centre. It is separated from the county of Northamptonshire by the river Tove.

The village was first created around a motte and bailey castle built by Winemar 
the Fleming who was granted the manor of Hanslope by William I after the 
Norman Conquest. A settlement of servants and manual workers grew up around 
the castle and this became the village of Castlethorpe (thorp being the old 
Scandinavian for hamlet or secondary settlement). The castle was destroyed in 
1215 during the Baron’s Revolt against King John. All that is left today is part of 
the moat of the former castle, which is preserved in a public open space as an 
ancient monument, Castle Field, and a play area in the old fish ponds of the 
castle.

N

Castlethorpe 1761

Castlethorpe developed around the church and some traditional old stone 
cottages at the centre of the village which is now a conservation area. With the 
coming of the London and North-Western Railway in 1882, Castlethorpe enjoyed 
a prominent position on the West Coast line and the village expanded with new 
housing in Station Road and North Street. The village had its own station until it 
was closed in 1964. Castlethorpe ponds were an important water pickup for 
steam trains on the Euston line. The water tower that remains is one of only two 
in the country. 

The Grand Union Canal also runs by on the outskirts of the village, and it is a 
short walk along the towpath to the neighbouring village of Cosgrove.

Castlethorpe has always had a strong agricultural sector. However, the working 
farms are now at the edges of the village and have declined in number over the 
past 20 years but still remain an important influence on the village. 
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Two of the farms have diversified into business units and this now plays a 
significant part in the local economy.

The development of Milton Keynes itself and the opening of Milton Keynes 
Central railway station in 1982 have created opportunities for both short and 
long distance commuting. Most of the working villagers now commute out of the 
village but, nevertheless, the village has retained its rural character and the local
facilities critical to the existence of a local and thriving community.

Castlethorpe today, courtesy of Google Earth

There have been a number of small housing developments in the last 40 years at 
The Chequers and Shepperton Close and more recently at Thrupp Close, Lodge 
Farm Court, Fox Covert Lane, Tyrell Close and The Maltings resulting in a mixed 
population with many young families as well as housing for retired and elderly 
people in a relatively crime-free environment. From the 46% of households that 
responded to the village survey, 21%of the current population is aged up to 18, 
only 6% is between the ages of 19 and 30 (perhaps indicating the difficulty of first 
time buyers affording property in Castlethorpe but also possibly indicating a 
lower than average return rate to the survey in this group), 43% between 31 and 
55 and 30% over 55. Households consist of 24% single persons, 44% couples and 
33% families.

The facilities in the village include a nursery, First School, the parish church of SS 
Simon and Jude, a village shop and Post Office, a public house (currently awaiting
refurbishment) and Village Hall. The Village Hall is the centre for a number of 
community activities from Pre-School Group to short mat bowls and Women’s 
Institute. A well equipped sports ground includes a cricket and football pitch 
(both with well established home teams) and a hard court area for tennis, 
football and basketball. 
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3. Preparation of the Parish Plan 

The decision to write a Parish Plan was originally taken by the Parish Council in 
order to ensure its decisions and recommendations had the force of a written 
and approved framework when dealing with other organisations, in particular 
Milton Keynes Council and grant giving bodies.

It was agreed that the Plan should be developed by as wide a part of the village 
population as possible and so a ‘Parish Plan Committee’ was formed though 
essentially this was everyone who came to a widely advertised meeting; about 28 
people in total which is a good turn out for the village. 

The full Committee then formed a smaller ‘Steering Group’ consisting of 
councillors and residents and supported by the Clerk. The Steering Group is 
responsible for preparing material for the Parish Plan Committee. All decisions 
are made at the full Committee.

To support the production of the Parish Plan, the Clerk attended a Clerk’s Parish 
Plan Training Day and subsequently the Parish Council applied for and received a 
grant of £1,500.

Example plans were examined from a number of other councils including those 
outside of Milton Keynes. The Clerk discussed the process, criteria for ‘legitimacy’ 
and good practice with Jan Phillips, the MKC Officer responsible for Parish Plans, 
and with other Clerks.

It was decided that the best way to ensure that the Plan was grounded on fact 
was to conduct a village survey. Again, advice was taken and the Questionnaire 
went through a number of drafts by the Steering Group, the Parish Council and 
the full Parish Plan Committee.

The survey was conducted in May 2008. It received a very good response rate of 
46% of all households. This is very much higher than the target of 30-35% set by 
MKC and means that the survey can legitimately claim to represent the views of 
the villagers.

A ‘Preliminary Report’ containing the numerical results of the survey was 
presented to the Parish Council and was then published on the village 
Noticeboards.

Further work then resulted in the creation of an ‘Interim Report’ which included 
all the free text comments from the surveys grouped as best as could be done. 
This was distributed to the full Parish Plan Committee. It was primarily targeted 
at the authors who would write each section of the report so that they had the 
numerical response and the comments on which to base their section.

The various sections of the report were returned to the Steering Group in 
September and October and a number of drafts were reviewed by the Parish Plan 
Committee resulting in a final Plan in November 2008. 

The Parish Plan was adopted by Castlethorpe Parish Council on 1st December
2008 and was subsequently lodged with Milton Keynes Council. 
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4. Youth and Education 

4.1 Acorn Nursery

The children’s day nursery in Castlethorpe is situated in a converted Wesleyan 
Chapel in South Street, backing onto the school and with access into the school 
playground.  It was established in 1989 
and caters for up to 36 babies and 
children from 4 months to 4 years.  
Catering for working parents, the 
nursery is open for 52 weeks of the year 
from 7.30am to 6.15pm.  The nursery is 
one of six run by Acorn Childcare, 
whose head office is situated on the 
first floor.  The aim of the nursery is to 
offer the flexibility and individuality of a 
small, homely nursery combined with the professionalism and facilities you’d 
expect from a larger one.  The nursery also provides before and after-school care 
and a holiday play scheme for children aged 4 - 7.  The nursery cooks healthy 
meals on site and also provides cooked lunches for children attending 
Castlethorpe school.

The nursery is developing its range of activities and facilities and is planning to 
train a member of staff as a Forest School Leader.  The children already have 

weekly trips to Salcey Forest and it is hoped that 
this will lead to establishing our own Forest School 
there in the future.  The nursery is also linked to 
Tall Oaks Training, based in Hanslope, which offers 
training for Early Years staff on a smallholding and 
which is developing a field centre which the nursery 
will also be able to access to extend its outdoor 
activities.  The nursery is also hoping to develop its 
links with the local community, building on the links 

already in place through nursery families and staff who are also village residents.

The nursery would support any projects that would improve the play areas within 
the village, particularly at the fishponds play area, which has the potential to be a 
far more interesting, safe and stimulating area, but which is currently very 
limited.  Anything that would make it easier/safer for pedestrians (especially 
children!) to cross the road to the village hall/footpath to the castle mounds 
would also have our support.

4.2 Castlethorpe Village Pre-School

We are a small, friendly, village pre-school.

Initially children from Castlethorpe attended Hanslope playgroup. In September 
1972, with the encouragement of the leader of the Hanslope Group, Rosemary 
Otter (the Vicar’s wife), Margaret Wilson, Gill Wilson (Sibthorne) and 15 children 
moved into the Village Hall. The Playgroup opened on two mornings each week.
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Over the years thanks to many village residents, the Playgroup, later Pre-School, 
developed to be a very successful village provision. Numbers vary according to 
the birth rate. At present the Pre-School is registered for a maximum of 26 
children at any one time.   

The Pre-School is administered by a committee of volunteers who are 
responsible for the management of the provision. In recent years as a result of 
government initiatives, the Management’s role has grown considerably. The Pre-
School manager has responsibility for day to day running.

We meet at Castlethorpe Village Hall Monday to Friday 9.30am – 12 noon during 
term time. All children between 2½ and 5 years of age are welcome and funding 
is available for all children over the age of 3.

The children have an opportunity to participate in a variety of educational, social 
and physical activities. All aspects of the OFSTED requirements are covered to 
ensure a rounded curriculum. We are fortunate to have an excellent outdoor
garden and play area made possible by the joint 
efforts of a parish councillor, parents and 
villagers.

We also run a Summer Club for between 4 and six 
days depending on demand catering for children 
between the ages of 3 and 10 years.

All staff are well qualified and have considerable 
experience. The adult to child ratio is well above 
statutory requirements. Parents are encouraged 
to become involved and visitors are welcome.

We are OFSTED regulated and a full inspection 
was carried out recently.

Over the years, through inevitable wear and tear,
the Village Hall has deteriorated.

Under OFSTED regulations and to meet the 
requirements of local authority funding, the hall must be available at all times 
and meet health and safety requirements. In order to ensure that these 
standards are met, the following remedial works need to be carried out as a 
matter of some urgency.

1. Toilet Facilities 

Taps and hand basins need replacing.

Toilet seats need to be replaced and made child friendly.

Locks on toilet doors need replacing.

Handicapped toilet needs a lock (under the above mentioned regulations
staff should have access to a separate toilet, the handicapped toilet would 
fulfil this requirement)
















































































